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cabinet was the extraordinarily able General Greener,
General von Schleicher's immediate superior. At sixty
years of age General Groener had married again, and five
months after the wedding a child arrived which malicious
tongues dubbed Nurmi (after the famous Finnish runner)
because it had followed so hard upon the heels of the union.
Hindenburg found it scandalous to have ministers whose
family life was the subject of witticisms. In his earlier days
such a thing was never allowed to happen to his subordinate
officers. He uttered his judgment of Groener, and a few
days later the latter was compelled to resign. But as a
result Briining's continuance in office was hardly possible,
and so did Hindenburg lend a hand in the overthrow of
this Chancellor, e the best since Bismarck'. Rumour has
it, moreover, that this old man, with his eighty-four years,
was no longer in foil possession of his faculties, and that in
the spring of 1932 signs of this decline were clearly visible.
There may be more than a grain of truth in this, for other-
wise it would be difficult to explain why this upright
Field-Marshal should dismiss his most loyal official over-
night.
The Reichswehr
The second power factor in the Reich at that time was
the Reichswehr ; and in the Reichswehr itself General
Kurt von Schleicher. One must picture the Germany of
those days as a vast arena of the most savage party enmities
and street fights. Almost every party had its own well-
armed party troops. The National Socialists had collected
in their S.A. (Sturmabteilungen) some six hundred thousand
trained supporters. The Social Democrats, the Democrats
and the Zentrum had at their disposal militarised bands
passing under the name of ' Reichsbanner Schwarz-Weiss-
Rot \ which later changed its name to the * Iron Front'.
The German Nationalists had their private army in the
Stahlhelm, and last but not least there were the Com-
munists, who avoided high-flown names, but armed prac-
tically every one of their supporters. Daily in widely